Variations of the ST segment in the rat electrocardiogram.
The characteristics of the electrocardiogram were studied by an oscilloscope method in 30 male albino rats anesthetized with methyleugenol. The results indicated that the measured QT interval remained constant despite the fall in heart rate. The ST segment was present in 50% of the animals, representing approximately 10% of the whole QT interval duration. The use of Bazzet's formula (QTc = k square root of R-R) to correct the measured QT interval for changes in heart rate revealed that 0.17 is a better choice for k in anesthetized adult rats.